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Minutes 
SANDGATE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Date 8th November 2011.  Time:  7.00pm
Venue: Sandgate Council and Library, Sandgate High Street.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Present:  
Chairman

Cllr R Bliss
Cllrs. 
N Bliss, M Findlay-Stone, M Fitch, G Fuller, L Griggs, R Grundy,

N Griffiths, J Holben and T Prater 

   
Clerk


Ms A Oates
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PCSO D Bishop gave a short update - crime is down by 28% compared to the same period last year; parking is still a problem by the school and she noted that residents’ cars are obstructing footpaths in Enbrook Valley and she will write to them. This was her last meeting; Lesley Jarman will attend the next council meeting. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
These Minutes will only be deemed to be a correct record of the meeting when approved and signed at the next meeting.
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.05pm. 






No members of the public attended
1.
Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr T Heselden.
2.
Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest.
3.
Minutes of last meeting
The minutes of 11th October 2011 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
Proposed by: Cllr T Prater
Seconded by: Cllr N Griffiths
And it was agreed unanimously.

4.
Chairman’s opening remarks
i.
The precept will have to be dealt with in the next month and a half. Members were requested to give any budget suggestions to the Parish Clerk for consideration by the Finance Committee. There will also need to be a breakdown on what budget will be required for the recreation ground. With regard to the recent communication from the district council regarding the disused public conveniences at the top end of the recreation ground, members felt that the district council should be requested to re-roof the structure prior to handing over the land.
ii. 
The Chairman thanked Cllr J Holben for providing the information on the Olympic torch route that will bring it through Sandgate. The date will be 18th July, sometime between 1pm and 3pm. Members should give some thought about what the parish council could do to celebrate this event and a budget will need to be allocated. The Chairman requested the Environment Committee to put some plans together.
iii.
The drinks machine is now up and running providing tea, coffee and chocolate drinks for free. Members welcomed this free facility for visitors to the library. 
5.
Chairman’s correspondence
There was none to report.
6.
Precept for 2012/12
This was already mentioned in the Chairman’s opening remarks. Budget suggestions need to be brought to the next council meeting.
7.
Terms of Reference
The Parish Clerk informed that each of the three committees is required to have Terms of Reference. She would send a sample to members. The committees should draw up their Terms of Reference and present them to the next council meeting for agreement.
8.
Allocation of funds for the Craft Club
The Parish Clerk brought it to members’ attention that £83.45 had been spent on items for the craft club but that no budget had been allocated. As the person running the club has requested to purchase new stock, it was proposed that £250 is allocated in the budget. 
Proposed by: Cllr T Prater
Seconded by: Cllr J Holben
And it was agreed unanimously.

Resolved: That the Parish Clerk will vire £250 from the miscellaneous budget to the Craft Club.
9.
Delegation of Authority to Parish Clerk
It was proposed that the Parish Clerk is given delegated authority to spend up to £200 without prior member consent, up to £400 with the Chairman’s approval (or Vice Chairman in the Chairman’s absence) and up to £600 with the Chairman’s and Vice Chairman’s approval.
Proposed by: Cllr R Bliss

Seconded by: Cllr R Grundy

And it was agreed unanimously.

Resolved: That this delegation of authority is written into the Financial Regulations and that any expenditure is in accordance with the set budget. The £200 limit does not supersede the already approved £200 petty cash allowance.
10. 
Finance Committee report
Cllr N Bliss updated on the council’s finances and the current bank balances. The report was received and approved.
Proposed by: Cllr M Findlay-Stone

Seconded by: Cllr J Holben
And it was agreed unanimously.
11.
Environment Committee report
Cllr M Findlay-Stone updated on matters from the last Environment Committee meeting. Cllr N Griffiths gave a further update:
i.
The consultation on the yellow line marking in Enbrook Valley has been completed. The district council has considered the responses received, as well as additional comments given by Cllr N Griffiths. One hundred and ten letters were sent to local residents; also Saga, Kent County Council and the emergency services were contacted and comments received were incorporated into the final scheme, which was advertised in the local press. There were a total of 14 responses to the second stage consultation: 5 responses supporting the proposals, 6 responses opposing the proposals, 3 responses that raised other issues not directly related to the proposals. The district council’s recommendation is to proceed with the scheme; that is: no waiting between 10am and 4pm on the west side of Enbrook Road and the north side of Chichester Road. Yellow line paining will take place in December.
ii.
Cllr M Findlay-Stone reported that she and the Parish Clerk had had a meeting with Giles Barnard, Shepway District Council’s Community Safety Officer and Stuart Cullen from Kent Probation to discuss the use of people serving community service to clean the beaches and other areas of the parish. This would not detract from the summer cleaning service provided by the district council. The councillor was preparing a schedule of works that will be sent to members and she would welcome any suggestions. It was anticipated that the service will be able to start in two week’s time. All cleaning equipment will be supplied by Mr Barnard; however, a small storage unit will be needed to store the equipment; it could possibly be sited outside the back of the building. Consideration will also need to be given to who the operative should report to in the mornings and at the end of the day. Members agreed that this solution to cleaning the beach, streets and other areas was very positive. 
The report was received and approved.

Proposed by: Cllr T Prater

Seconded by: Cllr L Griggs

And it was agreed unanimously.
12.
Planning Committee report
Planning applications discussed since the last council meeting were reported and noted. Cllr T Prater reported that he had ascertained the wording of Condition 24 in respect of 28 Lower Corniche, which was: ‘24 - Notwithstanding the provisions of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995 (or any Order revoking or re-enacting that Order) no development falling within Classes A, B, C, D, E, F or G of Part 1 of Schedule 2 to the said Order shall be carried out to plots 71 to 83 (inclusive) without the prior consent in writing of the Local Planning Authority. Reason: To enable the Local Planning Authority to retain control over future development, given the proximity of adjoining dwellings and the Scheduled Ancient Monument’. In essence, it removes from those plots the normal "permitted development rights" that a property would normally have, and requires a planning application for any such changes. The report was received and approved.

Proposed by: Cllr T Prater

Seconded by: Cllr L Griggs

And it was agreed unanimously.
13.
Information
i.
Sam Milton of the Rowing Club has informed the Parish Clerk that the rowing club is keen to have a defibrillator for Sandgate, which would be sited at the club, should an emergency situation arise requiring its use. He and other members of the club are considering organising fund-raising events in order to purchase the item and he requested that any help from the parish council would be much appreciated. Cllr M Findlay-Stone mentioned that beaches applying for Blue Flag status need to have an official first aid station so it may be a good solution to use the rowing club. She informed the council that she would follow this matter up with Sam Milton.
ii.
Kent Highways will shortly be delivering a one tonne bag of sand/salt to the hard standing area behind the library. This facility is to be promoted to local residents and businesses when there is a high possibility of icy/snowy weather. 
iii.
As wi-fi is available at the library, using the parish council’s connection, this is now being promoted via notices within the library and it will be mentioned in the forthcoming newsletter.

iv.
David Cowell had sent a progress report from the Sandgate Community Trust regarding various matters associated with the Trust, including the broadband initiative. The report was noted.
v.
Cllr MFS informed that there will be a children’s quiz to be given out on the 26th November, which will take the entrants and their families around the shopping areas of the High Street and Golden Valley.
14.
Date of the next Parish Council meeting
This will be Tuesday 13th December. Due to the Parish Clerk’s absence at this meeting, a locum clerk is being sought. The Parish Clerk was requested to send out invitations to guests to attend the Christmas reception that will be held after the council meeting.
The meeting closed at 7.58pm

Chairman of the Council  ..……………………………                  Date ……………….......
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