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Minutes 
SANDGATE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Date: 13 December 2011.  Time:  7.00pm
Venue: Sandgate Council and Library, Sandgate High Street.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Present:  
Chairman

Cllr R Bliss.
Cllrs. 
N Bliss, M Findlay-Stone, M Fitch, G Fuller, L Griggs, R Grundy,

T Heselden, J Holben and T Prater. 

   
Locum Clerk

C Davies.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Prior to the meeting the public raised 3 matters:

1
A plaque on Saga’s boundary wall had disappeared.  PCSO L Jarman will liaise with Saga.

2
Can the Parish Council purchase and display tide tables for 2012?  The Chairman confirmed this would be done.

3
A street lamp had been non functional for 2 years.  The Chairman confirmed this would be rectified. 

PCSO L Jarman gave a short update.  She has commenced action to deal with residents’ cars obstructing footpaths in Enbrook Valley but some of the land is privately owned.  Cllr Janet Holben and PCSO Jarman will work together to address the issue.  Vandalism in Enbrook Valley had decreased recently.  Single yellow lines will be introduced to help address the issue of parking by Saga employees.  Crime statistics in Sandgate are down compared to 12 months ago. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
These Minutes will only be deemed to be a correct record of the meeting when approved and signed at the next meeting.
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.00pm. 






18 members of the public attended.
1.
Apologies for absence.
Apologies were accepted from Cllr N Griffith.
2.
Declarations of Interest. 

There were no declarations of interest.
3.
Minutes of last meeting.
The minutes of 8th November 2011 were proposed as a correct record.
Proposed by: Cllr M Fitch
Seconded by: Cllr N Bliss
Agreed unanimously.  The Chairman signed the minutes as a true record.
4.
Chairman’s opening remarks.
4.1
The Christmas lights had been switched on and looked wonderful.  A small number are failing but are being quickly repaired.  
4.2

A rooted Christmas tree has been planted this year. 
4.3
The posts for the two village signs have been erected and the signs will be installed on Friday 16 December 2011. 
5.
Chairman’s correspondence.
There was none to report.
6.
Confirmation of the Parish Clerk’s Permanent Employment.
The Chairman reported that the Personnel Committee is recommending the permanent employment of the Clerk as she has completed her probationary period successfully.  It was 
Proposed by: Cllr L Griggs

Seconded by: Cllr R Grundy

and agreed unanimously that the Clerk’s employment is made permanent.  

7.
Sandgate/Sangatte Twinning.
The Chairman explained that the formal twinning process had been commenced some 4 years ago but was never completed.  There has been very recent discussion between the Mayor of Sangatte and the Parish Council Chairman that indicated the completion of the formal process could take place in February/March 2012.  After discussion, it was 

Proposed by: Cllr T Prater

Seconded by: Cllr R Bliss
and agreed that the formal twinning process be completed subject to agreement of a suitable date and detailed costing.  It was noted that the cost will come from the civic expenses budget.
8.
Emergency Contingency Planning.
Cllr J Holben reported on her attendance at a recent event when an offer was made to train a group of volunteers, at a minimal cost, to act as a Sandgate Emergency Response Team.  This idea will co-ordinate with the proposal by the Sandgate Rowing Club for emergency medical aid as described at the last Council meeting.  It was agreed that Cllr J Holben should progress the idea.   
9.
Finance Committee report.
Cllr N Bliss reported on the Committee’s meeting of 5 December 2011.  The minutes of the meeting will be circulated to non Committee members later this week.  The main item discussed at the Committee was the draft budget and draft precept for the 2012/13 year.  These will be subject of a full discussion at the January Council meeting.  The verbal report was received and approved.
10.
Environment Committee report.
Cllr M Findlay-Stone reported on matters from the last Environment Committee meeting held on 6 December 2011.  In particular:
10.1
Speed Watch – would be running again in New Year 2012.  In response to a question, Cllr M Finlay-Stone agreed to organise a refresher course for Speed Watch volunteers.
10.2
Community Payback Scheme – Teams had cleaned the beach.  This would continue on a weekly basis including during the Christmas period.

10.3
Walkway Cleansing – this is to be improved by use of a machine to deal more effectively with dog fouling. 

During the resulting discussion, Cllr T Prater reported that the recent car accident on Sandgate Hill was thought to have been caused by a heart attack.  The reason for the accident was not reported in the local press.  Cllr T Prater asked if the annual beach replenishment was supplemented after strong storms such as those in the last week.  The Chairman confirmed that the annual beach replenishment was supplemented as necessary.    
The verbal report was received and approved.

11.
Planning Committee report
Cllr G Fuller reported that the 4 applications on the agenda had been considered by the Committee.  In each case the Committee had agreed not to make any objections.
Cllr T Prater reported that application Y11/0537/SH – land adjacent West Wedge, Sandgate Esplanade - had been considered by Shepway DC’s Development Committee on 6 December 2011.  Approval, subject to conditions and a s106 Agreement, had been granted. 
The reports were received and approved.

12.
Information
12.1
Cllr J Holben reported concerns that the quality of the sea water reduced after heavy rains.  There are new regulations being introduced in 2015 that will rectify this concern.   
12.2
The Chairman reported that there will be a meeting on 14 December 2011 to discuss additional KCC investment in broadband.  Sandgate stands to benefit from this future investment. 
12.3
in response to a question from Cllr G Fuller, the Chairman announced the results of the parish poll on parking proposals held in Sandgate earlier in December.  The Chairman commented that the poll had been called by 6 electors and not the Parish Council; on the cost to the Parish Council (partly offset by Shepway DC); and, that the result was not legally binding.


13.
Date of the next Parish Council meeting.
This was confirmed as Tuesday 10 January 2012.
The meeting closed at 7.35pm

Chairman of the Council  ..…………………..............…………                  Date: 10 January 2012.
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