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SANDGATE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of an Environment Committee Meeting held on 

Tuesday 1st February 2011 at 7.00pm
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Present:  Chairman       Cllr Z Varian


    Councillors
     N Bliss, A Rimmer, S Boot and R Dixon
    Parish Clerk   G Baker
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

  
The meeting opened at 7.00pm
1 Apologies for absence received from Cllrs:  G Boot, J Holben and S Prater
   2.
Declarations of Interest    - There were no declarations of interest. 
Councillors and Officers present should disclose personal interests in any item on this agenda.  A councillor or Officer with a personal interest must describe and give details of the interest. Unless the personal interest amounts to a prejudicial interest, he/she may participate fully in the meeting.

A prejudicial interest is one, which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts, would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely to prejudice a councillor’s judgement of the public interest. Anyone with a prejudicial interest must, unless an exception applies of a dispensation granted withdraw from the meeting room.
3.
Minutes of last meeting - That the minutes of 2nd November 2010 having been circulated were confirmed and signed. Proposed by Cllr N Bliss, seconded by Cllr S Boot and agreed unanimously.
4
“Respect Sandgate” campaign: Cllr Z Varian will contact Graeme Lawes, Shepway District 
Council, and report back at the next meeting.
5
Parking and Transport issues: Report from KHS Meeting 10th Nov 2010:  KHS had thoroughly investigated alternatives to the pedestrian crossing on The Esplanade but all schemes would involve some loss of parking. Donna Rixson agreed to the “No Entry” sign on Granville Parade being attached to the public convenience to allow for disabled access to the beach at Granville Parade. Cllr Varian warned that developments in Coolinge lane would have a negative impact on traffic circulation in Coolinge Lane and asked Donna Rixson to be mindful of this when considering future development in this area.  David Barton explained that a traffic calming scheme has been developed for Sandgate Hill but due to cut backs last year’s schemes would take priority and it was unlikely that our scheme would come to fruition.  Report from Stagecoach Meeting 14th January 2011: Stagecoach insisted that would not desist from the U turn on Sandgate Hill at 3.30pm due to commercial and timetable demands.  They did agree to access Folkestone School for Girls via the West End if a drop off point could be provided in Coolinge Lane.  Tim Pomfret, Schools Coordinator is to write regarding his concerns about the girls’ lack of road safety awareness and Cllr Varian is to pursue this with the school.
Community Speed Watch: Cllr A Rimmer reported that it had been difficult to get people to help but she would try and arrange for two speedwatchs in March.  Cllr Varian explained that the budget for speed surveys had now been cut and stressed the importance of this work.
Parking in Sandgate:  Cllr Varian noted that increased charges will be introduced in April and said that she had received requests from businesses to operate pay back schemes in Castle Road car park.  It was agreed that this could be achieved on an ad hoc basis without the need for new ticket machines.
Cycle Racks: Donna Rixson has agreed to cycle racks outside Library and The Ship; Cllr Varian asked The Clerk to obtain permission from KCC for the Library racks at next Library meeting.
Gas Main Works: Cllr Varian spoke to Paul Sergeant at KHS who is managing the works by Southern Gas Networks.  Cllr Varian praised Veolia for working overnight to fix the water main burst and asked that the traffic lights be operated manually at peak times.  The work should be completed by May. 
6
Saga and Enbrook: Report on meeting with Alan Lague on 28th January 2011: Three schemes have been developed for traffic safety measures in Enbrook and Cllr Varian was trying to expedite consultation of same.   She was assured that the funds were in place for the lining work and the requisite TRO’s.  More than 10 extra parking places have been found and these and the re-lining at Radnor Cliff Crescent will be completed at the same time.  Cllr Roland Tolputt is working to get a “NO HGV” sign on Radnor Cliff Crescent since these vehicles cannot leave via Radnor Cliff due to Coastal Park to left and sharp turn to right and have therefore been reversing the whole length of Radnor Cliff Crescent.  Radnor Cliff Crescent will also be removed from SatNav routes for HGVs.
7
Beach: Blue Flag application: Cllr S Prater held a Beach Management Committee Meeting in January when tasks were allocated and work is progressing well.  
Public Convenience: Cllr Varian hoped that a scheme to landscape the surrounding area can be developed as a community project with help from KCC regeneration.
8
Parish Plan and Design Statement: A meeting was held in January to define terms and work is underway.
9
Advisory and other committee reports:

Chichester Memorial Hall: The refurbishment of the hall is progressing well and a new lightweight ramp has been made for wheelchair access.
Sandgate Society: Cllr Z Varian reported that subscriptions are coming in well and that more members are paying by standing order.  Roger Joyce was interviewed on BBC South East television news when the programme about Hattie Jacques, a former Sandgate resident, was aired on BBC Four.

Date of the next Environment Meeting:  Tuesday 1st March 2011
The meeting closed at 8 00 pm
Signed by the Chairman Environment Committee…………………………………Date………………









