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SANDGATE PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of a Finance Committee Meeting held on  

Friday 10
th

 January 2014 at 3pm 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Present:  Chairman Cllr Nina Bliss     

Councillors Robert Bliss, Jan Holben and Tim Prater (Cllr TP arrived at 3.50pm) 

Parish Clerk A Oates 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

The meeting commenced at 3.35pm     No members of the public attended 

 

1. Apologies for absence: Cllr R Grundy  

 

2. Declarations of Interest – there were none. 
 

3. Minutes - The minutes of the meeting held on 7
th
 November 2013 were submitted, approved as a 

correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 Proposed by: Cllr Robert Bliss 

 Seconded by: Cllr Jan Holben 

 Agreed unanimously 

 

4. Personnel Committee 

It was proposed that all recommendations made by the Personnel Committee at its meeting on 6
th
 

January 2014 be approved. 

Proposed by: Cllr Nina Bliss 

Seconded by: Cllr Robert Bliss 

Agreed by all. The proposals would be taken to the next main meeting of the council. 

 

5. Environment Committee 
There were no proposals from the last meeting held. 

 

6. Land Assets Management (LAM)  

6.1 The last meeting had been held earlier the same day, prior to the Finance meeting, therefore it 

was agreed that all proposals made at the meeting be recommended for approval. 

Proposed by: Cllr Nina Bliss 

Seconded by: Cllr Robert Bliss 

Agreed unanimously. The proposals regarding the Military Road toilet block and adult gym 

equipment would be taken to the next main meeting of the council. 

 

6.2 Regarding the War Memorial, Cllr TP and the clerk had had a site visit meeting with the 

contractor. A detailed quote for the works to the memorial was circulated; the amount remained 

the same as previously submitted. A revised quote for the works to the area around the memorial 

was circulated; the quote had increased due to the added works of replacing the grate and the 

inclusion of a pressure wash of the whole area at the end of the job. 

 



2 

 

6.3 It was proposed that an additional cost be budgeted to have the benches and bollards around the 

memorial renovated. This cost was not yet known but it was unlikely to cost more than £200-

£300.  

Proposed by: Cllr Nina Bliss 

Seconded by: Cllr Tim Prater 

Agreed unanimously. 

 

7. Christmas lights 
7.1 The owner of the shop whose electricity was used for the Christmas sleigh lights had obtained a 

meter reading which showed that the approximate cost to him was £12 for a 40-day period. It 

was proposed that a payment of £25 should be made to him. 

7.2 Kent Highways had received a report from SDC advising that one decoration was swinging from 

a lamppost in the high street. This was treated as an emergency and was attended to. The cost 

would be re-charged to SPC.  

7.3 There was a discussion about the number of light decorations that were not working in the high 

street over the whole contract period. Some of these could be down to the severe weather 

conditions; however, before the storms hit Sandgate there were several occasions when anything 

from two or three to seven or possibly more decorations were not working. It was proposed that 

the payment for the lights could now be sent to the supplier; however, the council would not 

expect to pay for any call out charges when lights were not working. 

7.4 It was proposed that a working group be tasked with looking at the costs of having Christmas 

lights and to make proposals as to whether this provision should cease and the lights owned by 

the council be put up for sale or to offer other suggestions. This should be passed to the 

Environment Committee to take forward. 

Proposed by: Cllr Nina Bliss 

Seconded by: Cllr Jan Holben 

Agreed by all. Resolution: that the above proposals be ratified. 

 

8. KCC’s Parish Council Legal Scheme 
There was a discussion about the new scheme being offered by KCC. For a subscription of £300, 

SPC would have unlimited calls to the legal helpline for up to thirty minutes free advice, reduced 

legal fees for work carried out and guidance notes throughout the year. This matter should go on the 

next Finance meeting agenda for further discussion. In the meantime, the clerk was asked to contact 

Zurich Insurance to ask if a retrospective claim could be made for the legal costs incurred when the 

travellers were on the recreation ground last summer. It was agreed that the budget header should be 

changed from ‘Insurance’ to: ‘Insurance & Legal’. 

 

9. DFHRM grant support in 2014-15 

The clerk reported on correspondence received from the Chief Executive of Visit Kent regarding the 

future of the tourism project manager, Chris Kirkham, and whether the parish council would 

continue its financial support. It was agreed that Visit Kent should be invited to submit an application 

for grant funding and to come and present the proposal to full council. 

 

10. KCC County Member grant 
The clerk had had discussions with Hod Birkby, county member for Sandgate, and KCC officers 

regarding funding for new books for the library. However, KCC did not want to approve funds for 

new books but would approve the purchase of e-readers. The clerk requested approval to go ahead 

and submit an application for funding for ten e-readers. 

Proposed by: Cllr Nina Bliss 

Seconded by: Cllr Robert Bliss 

Agreed by all. 
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11. 2013/14 budget 

11.1 The bank reconciliation was presented; however, due to an error, it would be amended and re-

presented at the full council meeting on the 14
th
 January. 

11.2 The cheque schedule for cheques numbered 100935 to 100949 was presented. There was a 

query about the budget header for the payment re The Looker adverts. It was agreed that a new 

budget header should be created called ‘Business Support’ and £325 be vired from 

Contingency to this new budget. The cheque schedule would be amended accordingly and be 

presented at the next full council meeting. 

11.3 The corresponding cheques were signed. 

11.4 The clerk would be purchasing a microwave. This would come from the Office Furniture 

budget. 

The payment of the cheques were proposed and agreed. 

Proposed: Cllr Nina Bliss 

Seconded: Cllr Jan Holben 

Agreed unanimously 

 

12. 2014/15 Budgets –  

12.1 The proposed draft budget, presented at the previous Finance Committee meeting, was 

reviewed and the possible underspends on the current year’s budgets were scrutinised. It was 

recommended that any underspend under the Grants and Donations budget be rolled over to 

next year’s Grants and Donations budget and any other underspends be rolled over into the 

General Reserve fund. 

12.2 Members were aware that a grant application for £7,500 would be presented at full council for 

funding towards a £40,000 roofing project for Chichester Memorial Hall. It was suggested that 

a grant of £3,000 might be proposed, plus an interest-free loan of £4,500. There was a query as 

to whether two of the members would be able to vote on the grant application as both were 

trustees of the Trust. 

12.3 It was proposed that the draft budget for 2014-15 be presented to full council on 14
th
 January 

for ratification. It was also the Finance Committee’s recommendation that there should be a 

two per cent rise in the precept, which would equate to a rise of 69 pence per year on an 

average Band D property. This would take the Band D tax figure to £35.27.   

 Proposed by: Cllr Tim Prater 

 Seconded by: Cllr Nina Bliss 

 Agreed by all. The budget proposals would be re-circulated to all members. The clerk would 

also circulate a list of some identified expenditure against specific budgets, for approval at full 

council. 

 

13. Information 

13.1 The library would be used as the polling station at the elections in May. Kent Library’s fee for 

hiring the room would be £200; this would be split 50/50 with SPC. 

13.2 SDC had sent an email informing that it had developed an electronic tendering package so that 

tendering opportunities could be offered on-line via the Kent Business Portal. This would be 

available to town and parish councils. 

   

14. Date of next meeting – The next meeting would be decided after the meeting with Steve Way 

regarding the damaged tarmac had taken place. 

 

The meeting ended at 5.10pm. 

 

Signed by the Chairman, Finance Committee…………………………………Date…………………. 


