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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 13 January 2009
At Sandgate Parish Council Library & Officers, James Morris Court, Sandgate

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Present:

Chairman
Cllr G Boot

Cllrs. 

N Bliss, J Holben, J Hartman -Jemmett, S Prater, S Boot, R Dixon, 



M Fitch, Z Varian and S Whiffin.
Parish Clerk

Mrs G Baker ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Public Questions (20 mins) before the start of the meeting. (PCSO M Wilson gave a short presentation and update prior to the public questions).
Twenty minutes had been set-aside for the public to ask questions of the Council.  Each member of the public wishing to put a question informed the Parish Clerk at the time of their arrival at the meeting and questions were put accordingly.  Speakers were allowed a maximum of two minutes to put his or her question.  The Parish Council endeavoured to answer all questions put to them within the time limit of two minutes, any questions needing further discussion will be considered and may be put on the agenda for the next meeting for a more lengthy discussion.

.  The Parish Council endeavoured to answer all questions put to them.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Chairman  opened the meeting at 7.15 pm. There were 10 members of the public in attendance.
1.
Apologies for absence from.  - None
2.
Declarations of Interest - None
Councillors and officers present should disclose personal interests in any item on this agenda.  A councillor or officer with a personal interest must describe and give details of the interest. Unless the personal interest amounts to a prejudicial interest, he/she may participate fully in the meeting.

A prejudicial interest is one, which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts, would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely to prejudice a councillor’s judgement of the public interest. Anyone with a prejudicial interest must, unless an exception applies of a dispensation granted withdraw from the meeting room.

3.
Minutes of last meetings for approval - That the minutes of 9th December 2008, having been 
circulated, were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman - proposed by 

Cllr N Bliss, seconded by Cllr M Fitch, agreed by all but Cllrs J Hartman-Jemmett and S Whiffin. 
4
Chairman's opening remarks - The Chairman reported a good attendance at the Church services over the 
Christmas period.  The meeting with KCC Highways was well attended and with some positive outcomes.  
The Sir John Moore community event arrangements were well in place. 

5
Chairman's correspondence - The Chairman's correspondence was read and noted. 

6
Library update - a meeting on 8th Jan 09 had been very successful.  The library will be revamped and re-
launched in April when Saturday morning opening will go ahead. 
7
Folkestone Parks & Pleasure Ground Charity transfer - Nothing further to report at this meeting.
8
Community land decision required on earlier circulated paper - after discussion this was deferred 
until Cllr G Boot had met further with Shepway District Council regarding costing etc.
9
Christmas lights - Cllr G Boot proposed a vote of thanks to Cllr N Bliss for all her work in coordinating 
the Christmas lights in Sandgate and, for the first time, a Christmas tree in the Golden Valley. 
10
Adoption of model Code of Conduct with regard to Freedom of Information Act  - this item was 
deferred. 
11
PA System - for this meeting a wireless system had been set up to test what was required.  It was proposed 
that the council go ahead with purchasing a PA system for use in the library (approx cost £800) and also 
one for outdoor use (approx cost £250).

Proposed by Cllr N Bliss, seconded by Cllr S Boot and agreed unanimously.

12
Parish Plan + Design Statement - Cllr J Holben informed the council a meeting had been arranged for 
19th February at 7pm in the Sandgate Library when the Steering Group will be set up.
13
Sir John Moore commemorative event - Cllr J Holben informed plans were going well.  The council 
gave Cllr. J Holben a vote of thanks for her many hours of hard work she had put into this event.
14
Daffodil planting update - Cllrs J Holben and S Prater with members of the public have successfully 
planted the daffodils which should give a good display in the early part of this year.
15
Environment Committee report - Cllr Z Varian, Chairman of the Environment Committee reported back 
on the Committee Meeting held on 6th January 2009.

Report accepted - Proposed by Cllr R Dixon, seconded by Cllr S Prater and agreed unanimously.

16
Finance Committee report  Cllr N Bliss reported that finances were still on target.  The external audit 
had been now been completed and returned.  The precept for 2009/10 will remain the same.  It had been 
decided to remain at HSBC bank.

Report accepted - proposed by Cllr J Holben, seconded by Cllr Z Varian and agreed unanimously. 
17
Planning Committee report - Cllr R Dixon, Chairman of the Planning Committee reported that because 
of Christmas holidays etc a planning meeting could not be arranged because of attendance by councillors 
over this period, so no plans had been discussed.
18
Personnel Committee report - A personnel meeting had taken place on 8th Jan when the Clerk’s hours had been increased to 22.5 per week with an option of working 20 hrs extra per month if needed.  Both the 


Clerk and the Council agreed  

Report accepted - Proposed by Cllr G Boot, seconded by Cllr J Holben and agreed unanimously.
19
Information items.  - No information items were raised.
20
Date of the next Parish Council Meeting 10th February 2009

   
Chairman of Council ..……………………………                  Date ……………… 

The meeting closed at 8 45pm
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