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Minutes 
SANDGATE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Date 14th February 2012  Time:  7.00pm
Venue: Sandgate Council and Library, Sandgate High Street.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Present:  
Chairman

Cllr R Bliss
Cllrs 
N Bliss, M Findlay-Stone, M Fitch, G Fuller, L Griggs,

N Griffiths and T Prater 

   
Clerk


Ms A Oates
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PCSO Mark Bull gave a short update: he is the temporary PCSO for Sandgate until a new person is appointed; crime statistics are down (26% from last year), monthly surgeries have been re-introduced and he produces a monthly written report. The Chairman informed him of the various events that will take place in Sandgate this year.
A member of the public read out a question previously submitted to the council regarding the district council’s planned introduction of parking permits in Radnor Cliff and Radnor Cliff Crescent and suggesting a trial run to a proposal re the parking fees in the Lower Leas Coastal Car Park. The Chairman responded that he would write to Shepway District Council in support of the suggestion of a trial run.
Another member of the public spoke about the congestion at the far end of Radnor Cliff during the summer.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
These Minutes will only be deemed to be a correct record of the meeting when approved and signed at the next meeting.
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7pm. 






11 members of the public attended
1.
Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Griffiths, Cllr Grundy and Cllr Holben.
2.
Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest.
3.
Minutes of last meeting
The minutes of 10th January 2012 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
Proposed by: Cllr T Prater
Seconded by: Cllr M Findlay-Stone
Agreed unanimously. The Chairman signed the minutes as a true record.
4.
Chairman’s opening remarks
There were no opening remarks. 
5.
Chairman’s correspondence
5.1
Creating Quality Places consultation papers have been received: the Environment Committee chairman was asked to read the documents and then advise the council as to what response should be given.

5.2
Shepway District Council’s Core Strategy (with the Statement of Engagement and Summary of Issues raised) has been submitted to the Secretary of State; a copy of the documents is available for viewing in the library.
5.3
An update on the broadband initiative was received and reported. It was agreed that this was brilliant for the parish.
6.
Sandgate Jubilee celebrations
6.1
Quotes for a beacon to be erected on the seafront have been received. It was proposed that a budget of up to £2,000 is allocated, to be vired across from the reserve fund and that the siting of the beacon must be in the vicinity of the castle. It was noted that planning permission will need to be approved.
Proposed by: Cllr R Bliss

Seconded by: Cllr N Bliss

Agreed unanimously
6.2
There was an update on the plans for the village: it was hoped that shops and businesses will get involved by decorating their premises in red, white and blue and participate in the hanging basket scheme. To help decorate the village, union flags could be hung on the lampposts; all decorations to last throughout the summer. There was recently a meeting with Folkestone Town Centre Management and it was agreed that events should be co-ordinated; FTCM will include information about the events in the parish in its brochure for the air show 
7.
Twinning with Sandgatte
The proposed visit to Sandgatte for the completion of the formal twinning process will be deferred to September. In the meantime, our French partners have requested to have a Petanque match with the parish; they will bring about 60 people over for the event. The council will need to find a suitable site for the game - this could possibly be at the top of the recreation ground or by the beach.
8.
First Aid training and contingency planning
This was deferred.
9.
Village Green status
A letter has been received from Kent County Council Countryside Access Service informing the council that it has received an application to register land at Sandgate escarpment as a new Village Green and requesting the council’s views on the application. The Notice of Application is displayed in each of the two notice boards. It was proposed that the council supports the application.
Proposed by: Cllr T Prater

Seconded by: Cllr G Fuller

Agreed unanimously. The Clerk was requested to respond.
10.
Transfer of land to the parish
There was a general discussion on the draft leases that have been received from Shepway District Council. It was suggested that, at a later date, other areas of land could be taken over by the parish council. Regarding managing the land, the first year of maintenance by Shepway District Council would give the parish council time to assess the needs and provide a management plan for year two and subsequent years.

It was proposed that the leases are approved in principle, subject to the amendment that the district council includes maintenance for the first year of the public garden, Wilberforce Road and the village green (as has been stated in the lease for the recreation ground) and subject to any final amendments that the Chairman and Clerk identify. It was further agreed that the Chairman and Clerk would check the final leases and approve them accordingly.
Proposed by: Cllr T Prater
Seconded by: Cllr M Findlay-Stone
Agreed by seven votes; there was one abstention.
At 8pm Cllr M Fitch left the meeting.
11. 
Finance Committee report
11.1
Cllr N Bliss reported on the Finance meeting held on 10th February 2012. The minutes would be circulated to all members.
11.2
The report included a proposal for the council to agree an expenditure of up to £500 for the production of a film about the community use of the library.

Proposed by: Cllr R Bliss


Seconded by: Cllr T Heselden


Agreed unanimously
11.3
The report included a proposal for the council to agree an expenditure of up to £750 for window displays in the empty shops in the village, subject to the displays being in place for the Jubilee celebrations and remaining in place for all the summer events. The Clerk was requested to contact the Folkestone School for Girls and Fell Reynolds Estate Agents.

Proposed by: Cllr N Bliss


Seconded by: Cllr M Findlay-Stone 


Agreed unanimously

The Finance Committee verbal report was received and approved.
12.
Environment Committee report
12.1
Cllr M Findlay-Stone reported on the Environment meeting held on 7th February 2012.
12.2
The report included a discussion on the Community Payback Scheme, which was working well. However, there is not adequate supervision from the Probation Service; the Chairman informed that he would follow this up. He will report back at the next main council meeting.

12.3
The report also included a follow up to the Sandgate parking issues; a sub committee had met to discuss the eighteen points raised at the meeting on 1st February in Chichester Hall and some ‘quick win’ suggestions were given to the Chairman to take up with the district council.

12.4
Cllr T Heselden gave an update from the Beach Management sub-committee: it had met recently to discuss the Shepway Coastal Recreation Strategy and approved of the appointment of a Foreshore Manager; deterrents were being looked into regarding dog fouling; the Blue Flag status was discussed. Regarding the seafront development project, the original plans were seen as too detailed and revised drawings will be done; these will be displayed at various locations in the parish and Mark Hanson will come and present the plans at an open presentation - to be arranged.
12.5
Re the proposed kiosk on the seafront, the parish council discussed whether it should take responsibility for this; the Chairman informed that he would look into this with the district council.
The Environment Committee verbal report was received and approved.
13.
Planning Committee report
13.1
Cllr G Fuller reported on the Planning meeting held at 6pm that evening. Five planning applications had been discussed since the last main council meeting: there were objections to two applications and one was not relevant to the council. 
13.2
A meeting would be held the following day (15 February) with officers at Shepway District Council to discuss the land slippage; parish councillors and representatives from various groups will be attending.

The Planning Committee verbal report was received and approved.

14.
Information
There were no other matters to be reported.
15.
Date of the next Parish Council meeting
This was confirmed as Tuesday 13th March 2012
The meeting closed at 8.45pm

Chairman of the Council..…………………………………………….       Date 13th March 2012
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