
SANDGATE NEWS
      Issue 6                                                           Summer 2014

Summer is traditionally a time for kicking off your shoes and relaxing in the sunshine. The slower pace of 
life offers a chance to reflect on all we have done in the year so far and the things that are still to come.  
Your Parish Council has been looking back on a year where there have been big changes at the recreation 
ground, flags flying, recognition for the quality of our beaches, enhancements to the High Street and various 
works to improve Sandgate’s general environment for everyone’s benefit. There is still much to do and more 
fun to be had, so roll up your trousers and get ready to dip those toes into the delights that Sandgate has to 
offer.

Maintaining Sandgate’s beaches

The recent storms and high tides put Sandgate’s beaches and flood defences under intense pressure. Thankfully 
we came through the bad weather without loss of life or damage to property but our beaches looked radically 
different owing to the wave action on the shingle.  

A few months on and our beaches are back to normal, thanks to the efforts of Shepway District Council’s 
(SDC) engineering team. Currently all Sandgate beach works are carried out to ‘Hold the Line’ – a policy that 
maintains the status quo and restores the beach twice a year to the recommended design profile. 

The beaches are divided up into five ‘cells’ within which the movement of 
shingle is monitored using satellite technology.  Just before work begins 
each Spring and Autumn the beach is profiled.  The shingle which has 
moved during each six month period is then re-distributed within each 
‘cell’ of the beach by lorry and bulldozer.  During the last six to seven 
years it is estimated that around 80,000m3 of shingle has been lost so there 
is a future need to replace this.

All of these works cost in the region of £221,000 per year with a projected spend of £250,000 in future years. 
This money has to be bid for from the Environment Agency.  Future funding of this essential work will depend 
upon the strength of the case that the SDC engineering team makes and the various costed proposals which 
might be implemented to protect our coast.  A variety of options will be considered as part of the business case 
which will be based on the findings of the Beach Management Plan for Folkestone to Hythe.



Say hello to Tony at the Rec
Since the Parish Council has taken on the lease for the recreation ground (the Rec) on Military Road it has 
been our intention to improve and upgrade it so that our community has some of the best recreation resources 
around.  We are well on the way to achieving those aims. 
There is now a tennis court and volleyball court both of which are very popular, the grassed football pitch is 
also getting used lots. There are also very popular picnic tables and a boules terrain, home to the Sandgate 
Boules Club, which welcomes new members and faces for a game most Tuesday evenings, from 6pm, and 
Sunday mornings, from 11am.  Last but not least, the newly added keep fit equipment means that more and 
more local people are using the Rec, which is great news. 
Our plans are not stopping there. The Parish Council wants to make it easier for those who may have problems 
walking up Military Road to the Rec by creating new parking spaces. This will mean moving the dog run to 
make space for the new parking.  If you have any thoughts on this idea please do contact the Parish Council 
office to let us know. 
On another note, the old toilet block which was in a very bad state has now been removed.  Temporary toilets 
are being made available throughout the summer months to remedy this absence, while the Parish Council 
looks into providing a toilet block to replace the demolished building for a 
longer term solution. 
Unfortunately, the area around the tennis and volleyball courts occasionally 
sustains some low level vandalism. This is a great shame and paying for repairs 
does reduce the Parish Council’s ability to make further improvements.  We 
would urge you to join us in encouraging good behaviour.  When you visit the 
Rec, please do say hello to Tony our new caretaker.  Tony keeps a watchful 
eye on the Rec as well as other caretaking duties to keep the grounds looking 
their best. 

Family Fun Day on the Rec
Following on the success of last year’s Family Fun Day – your Parish Council has decided to do it all over 
again on Sunday 27th July.   The aim is for a relaxing day for parents so there will be lots of things for the 
children to do. 
If you have children that like to dress up then perhaps this year’s fancy dress theme of a ‘Midsummer Night’s 
Dream’ will appeal.   Oberon King of the Fairies, Titania Queen of the Fairies, Puck the jester, Peaseblossom, 
Cobweb, Mote and Mustardseed are just some of the characters in the story.  As always the judges are looking 
for creativity, originality, effort, interpretation and humour in any costume. 
Another very popular part of the day was the Fun Dog Competition and this included sections for the Dog 
with the Waggiest Tail, Dog and Owner look alikes, The Scruffiest Dog and Dog with the best trick - so get 
your dogs looking their best or their scruffiest and bring them along too. There is also a Sandgate’s Got Talent 
showcase - if you want to take part or to find out more please contact Amanda Oates, Parish Clerk, in Sandgate 
Library at 01303 248563. 
The Sandgate Boules Club will also be taking part in the Fun Day when it will be playing host to members of 
the Sangatte Club de Petanque from our twinned-town in France, as well as five-a-side football teams from 
Sangatte.  Interested residents are welcome to come and join in the fun.
You can find out more on the parish council website: 
http://www.sandgatepc.kentparishes.gov.uk.  Posters are also on village notice boards. 

Sandgate flies the Seaside Award Flag for the second year running. 
Sandgate has been given the Seaside Award Flag for the second time in 
recognition that it has reached the nationwide standard for the best beaches 
across the UK. The flag is a symbol of quality which ensures visitors are 
guaranteed to find a clean, safe, attractive and well-managed coastal 
environment. We are proud that our bathing waters have reached the highest 
quality standard in the country – the only beach in Shepway to receive this 
award.



High Street Enhancements
The Parish Council is proud of the place in which we all live and wanted to do something different to welcome 
everyone into the area.  We bid for some money from Shepway District Council’s High Street Innovation Fund 
and were awarded funds to enhance the High Street.
The flags flying this year were purchased with this fund and are part of an ongoing project to welcome people 
into Sandgate. In particular, during the next four years, we have used the flags to begin our commemoration 
of the 1914-18 War.
The rowing boat on the green on the Esplanade is another of these 
initiatives. The boat was donated by the Folkestone Rowing Club.  
Now planted up, it is a stunning welcoming feature of the area.  It is 
accompanied by two smaller boats – hand made and suspended from 
the  ‘Welcome to Sandgate’ signs on Sandgate Hill and the Enbrook 
Valley.

In the making are finger posts for the Esplanade and wall signs “to 
the Beach’ and ‘To the Shops’ to enhance the area, drawing people into the village to use our businesses. 
Next year we hope to enter the Village of the Year competition.  Our application will demonstrate the cohesive 
community we have here and emphasise the amenities that all who live and visit Sandgate can enjoy.  With 
your help to keep Sandgate smart, clean, tidy, green and colourful we will get it.

War of the Words
Sandgate Parish Council also secured £10,000 from the High Street Innovation Fund to develop a ‘pop-up’ 
HG Wells themed shop in a vacant property in Sandgate.  This is in recognition that the renowned author and 
social commentator HG Wells spent a number of years living and writing in Sandgate.
A small organising group was formed comprising Councillor Tim Prater, Maggie Brinsden representing the 
Sandgate Society and David Cowell from the Sandgate Community Trust. The Trust was asked and read-
ily agreed to use its established resources to assist in the setting up and running of the initiative. The Trust 
hopes that, when the six month funded period expires, it will be in a position to continue the project as a per-
manent exhibition.

This shop, 82 Sandgate High Street, had been empty for a while and its layout and location made it ideal for 
the job.  Many people selflessly put in hours of their time to get the premises ready and to create, design and 
produce the display boards and secure stock.

As school parties will be encouraged to visit, it is encouraging that Wells’ The War of the Worlds has been 
chosen as an English Literature GCSE option.

The exhibition and shop will open in late July when the scaffolding on the surrounding building is removed. 
If you have any questions about the project or would like to get involved, contact: info@warofthewords.uk. 
You can learn more at www.warofthewords.uk

Shorncliffe Development an update
Sandgate Councillors and residents have been keeping a close eye on the new Shorncliffe Development which 
proposes the building of up to 1,200 new homes on the site of the old army barracks.  Your Councillors feel 
strongly that without considering Sandgate as a whole there is a very real risk of creating a divided community. 

Sustainable Development will allow us to meet the needs of the incoming Sandgate residents without 
jeopardising the ability of our existing community and future generations to meet their own needs – in other 
words, a better quality of life for everyone, now and for generations to come for all Sandgate residents (the 
Gothenburg strategy of 2001). 

The Shorncliffe Development working group (comprised of councillors and residents) created a document 
which addresses some issues which already exist in Sandgate and which are likely to be exacerbated due 
to the proposed new housing development.  The suggestions contained in this document will allow the new 
incoming residents to be better integrated into the existing community, avoiding exclusion, and will improve 
social cohesion and quality of life to make Sandgate a stronger community, instead of a divided and troubled 
community. Cont. over



The document the working group put together contains a ‘wish list’ of items to be considered as part of the 
106 obligations (Section 106 agreements are commitments, made by the developer and formalised by a legal 
agreement under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and forms part of a planning approval).  Many 
of the items on the ‘wish list’ came from data collected in the recent Design Statement consultation and 
include items such as: provision of allotments, creation of cycle routes, enhancements to sports facilities and 
provision of heritage trails and signage, plus many more items. 
The full document can be found on the Planning page of the parish council website: http://www.sandgatepc.
kentparishes.gov.uk/.  The planning process is quite complex but please be assured your parish councillors will 
be working hard to ensure you have a voice in this process.

Phase 1 of the Shorncliffe Development application can be viewed on line at:
 http://searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/ , input application ref: Y14/0300/SH

Your Library
Sandgate Library may be a small library but it is BIG on facilities and activities.  Not only is it packed full of 
wonderful books for adults and children to borrow, it’s also a hub for the community to meet in and provides 
a home for your Parish Council.
On Mondays, 10 – 11am – Read & Rhyme sessions. Meet other parents/guardians, children interact with each 
other and join in with rhymes, songs, playing instruments and listening to stories.
In the school holidays, all children and accompanying adults are welcome to join in the free craft sessions – 
dates are displayed on notice boards and in the library. 
Regular clubs – Sandgate Book Club, Creative Writing Group, Knit and Natter – all welcome new members.
There are two public computers, a printer with scanner and photocopier and a fax machine. For those who are 
not too sure how to use a computer or would like to have help setting up an email account or find out how to 
shop on-line, we have a Computer Buddy. His help is FREE.  There is also free Wi-Fi for anyone wishing to 
bring their own laptop or netbook.
Courtesy of the Parish Council, you can have a cup of coffee, tea or chocolate while sitting and relaxing, 
browsing the library stock or simply meeting up with friends.
Please come along and support your local library. Opening times: Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, 
Saturdays 9.30am to 1pm.

20’s Plenty campaign gets under way 
Residents told us that they wanted a 20mph speed limit in Sandgate during the consultation 
on the Parish Plan, which was published in 2010.  The Parish Council fully backs this 
proposal and is about to begin its ‘20’s Plenty Where People Live’ campaign.  This 
will see the council begin campaigning for 20mph to become the default speed limit on 
residential streets in Sandgate. 

For those of you unaware of the benefits of cutting the speed of vehicles to 20mph in streets where people 
live, walk and cycle, here are a few facts: Average trips take very little extra time; they are fewer injured car 
users and pedestrians; CO2 emissions and fuel costs fall; less congestion, cleaner air quality and noise 
reduction at slower speeds.

20’s Plenty involves signage and is implemented without the introduction of speed bumps concentrating 
instead on encouraging road users to modify their behaviour and drive more slowly in residential streets.  We 
will soon be asking for your support, so keep an eye out for news from the council on how you can help make 
this happen.
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