
Council meeting 19 November 2019 
Report of RFO 
 
Item 11: Parish plan monies 
The original parish plan was drawn up by a small working party of the Parish Council 
between September 2009 and November 2015.  During this period money was 
raised and handled by a number of local people including past parish councillors.  
The matter has now been closed for some years and the signatories of the building 
society account have come to the Parish Council with the suggestion that the 
account be closed and the monies passed to the Parish Council.  The signatories 
suggested that the monies might be earmarked for a community use such as the 
community garden.  The matter was raised at the Resources Committee as an 
information item who concurred with the suggestion.  The balance in the account in 
November 2015 was £203.59 which will have increased marginally with interest 
since then.  The Resources Committee was minded to support the proposal, so it is 
recommended that Council ask the signatories to close the account and pass the 
proceeds to the Parish Council on the clear understanding that the money would be 
passed to the community garden. 
 
Item 14: Information: Charity Bank saving offer 
Councillors will aware that the RFO has been instructed to seek investment 
opportunities for the bulk of the PWLB loan at rates over 1%.  There are very few 
investments opportunities meeting those criteria available to parish councils, but the 
prospective RFO identified one such opportunity – the Charity Bank based in 
Tonbridge.  They have confirmed that parish councils can invest in their Ethical one 
Year Business Fixed Rate Account (1.2%).  Council cannot formally approve this 
option tonight, but the RFO would welcome guidance as to whether to pursue this 
account with a view to it being ratified at the Resources Committee on 3 December 
2019. 
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