
 

SANDGATE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on 18th April 2023 at 6.30pm 

At Sandgate Parish Council/Library Offices
James Morris Court, Sandgate High Street, Sandgate.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Present:         Chairman Councillor Tim Prater

Councillors Nina Bliss, Michael Fitch, Gary Fuller, Nabin Siwa & 
Lewis Whitnall 

Clerk G Thomas 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
There was no report from the PCSO. 

These Minutes will only be deemed to be a correct record of the meeting when approved and signed at
the next meeting.

      

1. Apologies for absence: Cllrs, Vicki Parsons, Vannessa Reay, Tracy Stephens & Guy Valentine-
Neale & Adrian Watts.

2. Declarations of Interest – none at this time

3. Minutes of the last meeting – the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 21st March 
2023 having been previously circulated, were approved as a correct record and signed by the 
Chairman. 

4. Chairman’s remarks 

It was noted that The Parish Clerk/Librarian had been asked to undertake the CiLCA professional 
qualification for clerks, and that she had now successfully completed the same in record time. This 
would lead directly to the council being able to attain the General Power of Competence and begin 
its process of attaining Gold Status as a Council. The Parish Clerk wished to personally thank 
Councillor Tim Prater, Simon Horton, and Deputy Clerk/RFO Julie Tugwood for their invaluable 
help and support.

It was noted that a number of the present councillors would not be standing for re-election and 
thanks were given to all for their invaluable contributions. 

It was noted that those candidates who were standing in the Village Ward would be elected 
uncontested, but that there would be a contested election for the Valley Ward.

It was noted that at present enough ground works were being undertaken at Prince’s Parade to keep 
the application ‘live’, however it would be the responsibility of the new council to review the 
scheme and make decisions regarding its future.

It was noted that Nina Bliss had been successfully nominated for the KALC Community Award 
along with the Sea Festival Committee. Nina had been the lead officer for nearly twenty years 
producing the phenomenally successful event, and thanks were given to her and her colleagues.

5. Planning Committee
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It was noted that the minutes had been circulated and a meeting would take place immediately after 
the Full Council.

6. Environment Committee It was noted that a meeting had not taken place since the last Full 
Council.
6.1 Tree inspections report- It was noted that the annual tree inspection report had been received 
and a number of works would be required. It was planned that they would be undertaken in two 
tranches to minimise disruption to any nesting birds. A quotation had been received but in 
accordance with good practice, clerks would endeavour to obtain another. It was proposed that on 
receipt of the quotations, that a decision be made regarding the best value for money quotation and 
works organised with immediate effect.
Proposed by Cllr Gary Fuller
Seconded by Cllr Michael Fitch
Agreed by all.

It was noted that the quality of swimming waters in the parish was naturally an ongoing concern, and
it was questionable whether the  tests by the Environmental Agency, concentrated on the Esplanade 
area, would give the correct readings. So, it was hoped that with the advent of the new Environment 
Committee, that testing by the parish, could be undertaken in the environs of Granville Parade.

7. Resources It was noted that the minutes of the last meeting would be circulated shortly.

7.1 2023/24 Pay award to be approved-it was proposed that the Pay Award agreed at the last 
Resources Committee be approved.
It was proposed that:

 the Parish Clerk would receive a 10% pay award in recognition of her undertaking 
(and now achieving) the CiLCA qualification, 

 it was further proposed that the Deputy Clerk/RFO would receive a 5% pay award,
 and that the library staff would receive an increase from £10.00 per hour to £11.00 per 

hour.

Proposed by Cllr Gary Fuller
Seconded by Cllr Tim Prater
Agreed by all.

7.2 Appointment of Internal Auditor
It was proposed that Internal Auditor Lionel Robbins be appointed to undertake the internal 
audit of Sandgate Parish Council
Proposed by Cllr Tim Prater
Seconded by Cllr Gary Fuller
Agreed by all.

8. Library Committee report It was noted that no Library Committee meeting had taken place since 
the previous Full Council. The provision of further S106 monies was being investigated to improve 
the library stock.

9. Sandgate Policy Documents
It was noted that as part of the clerk’s CiLCA training a number of documents had been identified 
which would benefit the parish by adoption and inclusion on the website;

a. Document retention and disposal policy
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b. Press and Media Policy
c. Publication Policy
d. Risk Management Policy
e. Privacy Statement

It was proposed that, with a few minor amendments, that:

a. Document retention and disposal policy
b. Press and Media Policy
c. Publication Policy
d. Risk Management Policy
e. Privacy Statement

-would be adopted and included in the parish documentation and uploaded onto the website.
Proposed by Cllr Gary Fuller
Seconded by Cllr Michael Fitch
Agreed by all.

10. KALC – As agenda item 4

11. Twinning- Nothing to report at this time.

12. Information- Cllr Tim Prater gave final thanks to the outgoing councillors.

13. Date and time of next meeting: Annual Parish and Annual Parish Council Meetings MONDAY 
15th May 2023 at 6.00pm.

Signed by the Chairman…………………………………Date………………
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