How to Undertake Seawater Testing – Sandgate Beach


1. Where to Collect Water Samples
· Locations: Collect your sample  at the same time each day when bathers are most likely to be swimming in the area- from Sandgate Beach, at the sea entry point in front of Castle Road Car Park.
2. Collecting a Sample – Steps to Follow
· Depth:
· Lower a clean collection jug about 30 cm below the water surface.
· Choose water at least 1 meter deep, where swimmers are most likely to be.
· In Case of Algal Blooms:
· If you notice any blooms, gather your sample close to the bloom for the best testing results.

3. Sample Storage & Transport
· Using the Bottle:
· Fill the sterile bottle with the sample obtained and label it with the time and date of collection.
· Keeping it Cool:
· Place your bottle in a cool box with ice packs immediately after collecting. A cool box is available at Sandgate Library.
· The clerk will ensure that samples arrive at the lab within 24 hours to keep them fresh and accurate.

Remember: Clear labelling and quick transport make all the difference for accurate testing!
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